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 ALGER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

February 17, 2014 
 

Minutes are subject to corrections and approval 
 

 Pursuant to recess, the Alger County Board of Commissioners convened in the conference room of the county 

building at 4:00 p.m. on the above date. 

 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Doucette with the following Commissioners present:  Commissioners 

Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Absent – none. 

 The board of commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Public comment session was open.  There was no public comment from the floor; thus, the public comment session 

was closed. 

              Commissioner Pullen stated that she would like to amend the agenda under resolutions to include resolutions 2014-03, 

2014-04, 2014-05, and 2014-06.   A motion was made by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner 

VanLandschoot to approve the amended agenda.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, 

Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

 It was moved by Commissioner VanLandschoot and seconded by Commissioner Mattson to approve the Regular 

Board of Commissioners’ minutes of January 20, 2014, and the Committee of the Whole minutes of February 10, 2014. Motion 

carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  

Absent – none. 

 Bob Lindbeck from the Alger County Road Commission was in attendance.  He made a presentation covering the 

projects that had been completed in 2013.  He also spoke briefly about the funding for these and upcoming projects, i.e. 

township millages, grants, and county matches, etc.  He passed out a list of nine improvement projects that had already been 

budgeted for 2014, and where the funding for these projects will come from.  He concluded by passing out information on 

three grants that Alger County had just been awarded by the Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP).  He added that there were 

only 15 of these grants available in the state, and that he was very surprised that Alger County had been awarded all three of 

the grants that they had applied for.  These three grant projects will take place on AuTrain Forest Lake Rd. (FSR 2278), 

Federal Forest Highway 13, and Chapel Road.   As each grant pays 80% of the total project cost, there would need to be a 

county match of the remaining 20%.  Bob is less than optimistic regarding the tangibility of the 20% ($124,000.00) county 

match for the Chapel Road project.  He added that there were entities such as the Downtown Development Authority, and the 

Chamber of Commerce that have not been contacted yet, and he asked if the Alger County Board would consider partnering 

with this project. 

 City Mayor Rod DesJardins, and a few Alger County residents were present for discussion regarding US Forest 

Service Officer Louis Cote.  Commissioner Rondeau had made, and distributed copies of a hand out that he had received from 

Dan Johnson.  This handout was a narrative which contained a number of complaints, both oral and written that were made by 

Alger County residents who had been stopped / and or detained by Officer Cote.  Ed Hallstrom addressed the board and gave 

details of their encounter when Officer Cote made a traffic stop on his wife, Ruth Hallstrom.  Rod stated that Daniel Blough 

from Congressman Benishek’s office has scheduled a meeting for 10:00 at City Hall on Thursday, February 20, 2014 to air 

grievances.  Rod is also asking that the County Board take the lead on whatever action we can collectively take to minimize the 

damage that this Federal Law Enforcement Officer is doing to public safety, peace and good order, our livelihoods, and our 

very way of life.  A very lengthy discussion with questions from the Board to Rod and the attending citizens took place.  

Sheriff Hughes stated that he believed that the Alger County Board of Commissioners would be showing their continued 

support by attending the meeting on Thursday.  He also passed out contact information for U.S. Attorney Paul Lochner, Special 

Agent in Charge (U.S. Department of Agriculture) Mary King, and District Ranger Charlie Marsh.  He concluded by telling the 

citizens in attendance that they would be able to FOIA Freedom of Information Act) the radio traffic at the time of their 

detainment by Officer Cote by contacting him at the Sheriff’s Department with the dates and times of the incidents.  

Commissioner VanLandschoot stated that due to continuing complaints from Alger County residents, he felt the Board be 

obligated to support this investigation. It was moved by Commissioner VanLandschoot and seconded by Commissioner 

Rondeau to support the ongoing investigation of Officer Cote.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners 

Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none.   
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It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Mattson to do nothing with, nor forgive the 

mortgage between Alger County and Lila Peschel, and to leave it between the buyer (Mr. Schuster), and the seller (Mr. 

Pischel).  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and 

Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none.   

It was moved by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to authorize El-Com to perform the 

VHF countywide paging system project in the amount of $45,115 ($39,200 to come from an EMD grant, and $5,915 to come 

from 911 capital improvements).  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, 

VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

 Discussion took place regarding a 1.5% raise for 2014 for both the Veterans Officer, and the Building Code Inspector.  

It was decided to postpone this agenda item until the March 10, 2014 Committee of the Whole meeting so as to have additional 

time to gather information pertaining to questions that involved state unemployment.   

It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to authorize 3 upgrades and the 

purchase of 12 new pc’s from Compudyne in the amount of $12,395.44.   Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – 

Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none.   

It was moved by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner Pullen to authorize the purchase of a new 

server in the amount of $14,244.51 with monies to come from the forfeiture fund.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes 

– Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to authorize the chair to sign 

the Engagement Letter for the 2013 audit with Gabridge & Company.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – 

Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

Old business was next.  There was none.    

It was moved by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner Pullen to authorize payment to NorthCare 

network in the amount of $10,089.50 for their 2013 substance abuse payment with monies to come from their appropriation 

(101-631-969.000).  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot 

and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

It was moved by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to approve payment of all of 

the board bills as recommended by the audit committee.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners 

Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none.  

 It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Mattson to approve the financial reports for all 

funds.  A full 30-page report is available upon request with the treasurer.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – 

Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to authorize the Treasurer to 

transfer the following revenues from 2014 to 2013.                                                              

 
 Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays 

– none.  Absent – none. 
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 It was moved by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner Pullen to authorize the Treasurer to amend 

(decrease) fund 260 in the amount of $1,730 and amend (increase) general fund in the road patrol (101-333-746.000) in the 

amount of $1,730.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot 

and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Rondeau to authorize the Clerk to transfer the  

following 2013 expenditures.    

                                               
Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot and Doucette.  Nays 

– none.  Absent – none. 

 There were no miscellaneous items. 

 It was moved by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to approve the following 

resolution #2014-02: 

RESOLUTION #2014-02 
 

 WHEREAS, In the Governor’s recommendation for the FY 2015 budget, counties are scheduled to receive 100% full 
funding of revenue sharing totaling $211,134,899; and 
 
 WHEREAS, This will bring counties to the level of revenue sharing agreed upon in 2004 for the 2005 FY; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The attached spreadsheet details the full funding allocations for FY 2015 for each county; and 
 
 WHEREAS, This marks the first time in fourteen years that the administration has recommended full funding for 
county revenue sharing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Counties have worked diligently for the past decade by leading the effort to reform, consolidate, and 
right size government in an effort to increase efficiency and adjust declining revenues; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Revenue sharing is more than just a pot of money to be allocated in whole or in part to counties but is a 
statutory promise made to counties in exchange for giving up local taxing authority and for a more recent change in local 
taxing administration; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Revenue sharing is used by counties to pay for the multitude of state mandated services including the 
courts, the jails, the constitutional officers, elections and the public health system and, coupled with the recent reductions in 
property values and increased mandated state service delivery, counties are stretched to the financial limit; and 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Alger County Board of Commissioners would like to thank the 
Governor for fully funding county revenue sharing payments fiscal year 2015; 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, That the Alger County Board of Commissioners call upon the state 
legislature to live up to their promise and adopt the Governor’s recommendation for fully funding county revenue sharing in 
FY 2015; 
 
 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Governor, our State Legislators, 
and the Michigan Association of Counties. 
 
Adopted this 17th day of February, 2014 
 
__________________________________ 
Jerry Doucette, Chairman 
Alger County Board of Commissioners 




